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What is a Jesse Tree? 
 

It is a tree branch decorated with symbols representing the 
stories of people in Jesus’ family tree. In Isaiah 11:1, we read, 

“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” 

 
Jesse was the father of David, Israel’s greatest king. And it 
was from David’s lineage that Jesus came. That’s where the 
idea of using a Jesse Tree to celebrate Advent came from. 

Before a symbol is hung on the branch,  
a Bible passage or a story from a story Bible is read. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
ACNA - Year C 

December 5, 2021 
  

                                    THE LITURGY OF THE WORD                                                                     
  
 

Prelude                     Wachet Auf!                                                         J. S. BACH             
Hymn 59                  Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding                             MERTON 

Acclamation 
 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Bless-ed    be  God, the Father, the Son and the Ho- ly     Spir- it. 

And blessed be his kingdom,      now and for ev- er.    A- men. 

The Collect for Purity 
  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Collect of  the Day 
  

The Celebrant says to the People 

The Summary of  the Law 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets. 

Trisagion (Holy God) (sung three times) 

 ���The Lord be with you. 
People    And with your spirit. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 
patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
 



Explanation of the Jesse Tree tradition  
 
Over the years, the Christmas tree has become a symbol of Christ as the "tree 
of life." Through the birth of Jesus, believers have been given God's gifts of 
life, light, and wisdom. 
 

"Chrismon" is a combination of the words "Christ" and "monogram" and 
means "symbols of Christ." Chrismons are gold and white, representing maj-
esty and purity. Ideas for fashioning them are developed from early Christian 
symbols, the Bible, and church histories. 
 

The Jesse tree helps us connect the custom of decorating Christmas trees to 
the events leading to Jesus’ birth. The Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1, “A 
shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots.” Jesse was the father of King David. We adorn a Jesse tree with illus-
trated ornaments that represent the people, prophesies, and events leading up 
to the birth of Jesus. The ornaments of the Jesse tree tell the story of God in 
the Old Testament, connecting the Advent season with the faithfulness of 
God across four thousand years of history. 

1st Chrismon – Shepherd’s Crook     
                                                                 
After the first reading from 1 Samuel 16:10-13, the children will place the 
Shepherd’s Crook on the Jesse Tree. The shepherd’s crook is a symbol of the 
Good Shepherd (Jesus) and also for the shepherds who visited the manger in 
Bethlehem. At the end of the reading, please join us in singing the first two 
verses of, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 

The First Reading                  1 Samuel 16:10-13 
Chrismon - Shepherd’s Crook  

 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, 
"The LORD has not chosen these." Then Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your 
sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is 
keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and get him; for we will 
not sit down till he comes here." And he sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, 
"Arise, anoint him; for this is he." Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed 
upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 



Sing first and second verses of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 

Hymn 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel                        VENI, VENI EMMANUEL 

2nd Chrismon – Ten Commandments 
 

The second Chrismon to be added to the tree is the symbol of the tablets Moses 
was given by God. The Ten Commandments are 10 beneficial laws given by 
the Creator God. The commandments show us how to live a better life now and 
please God forever. At the end of the reading from Exodus 19:16-20 and 20:1-3, 
please join us in singing verse 3 of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”. 



Sing third verse of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 

The Second Reading       Exodus 19:16-20; 20:1-3 
Chrismon - Ten Commandments  

 
On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings, and a 
thick cloud on the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the 
people in the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the 
camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 
Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended 
on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole 
mountain trembled greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and 
louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. The LORD came 
down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called 
Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. And God spoke all 
these words, saying, "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods be-
fore me." 
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

3rd Chrismon – Representing the Root of Jesse 
 
The children will now place a tree, which represents the root of Jesse, on the 
tree while I read a passage from the book of Isaiah 11:1-3a. The tree is a de-
piction of the Ancestors of Christ. At the end of the reading we will sing the 
4th verse of, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 

The Third Reading                        Isaiah 11:1-3a 
Chrismon - Root of Jesse  

 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear 
of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by 
what his ears hear. 
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing fourth verse of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 



The Fourth Reading                           Isaiah 9:6-7 
Chrismon - Key of David  

 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his king-
dom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing fifth verse of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 

The Fifth Reading                      Psalm 84:10-12 
   Chrismon - Rising Sun  

 
And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, 
have not forsaken those who seek you. Sing praises to the LORD, who sits in 
Zion! Tell among the peoples his deeds! For he who avenges blood is mindful 
of them; he does not forget the cry of the afflicted. 
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing sixth verse of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 

4th Chrismon – Key of David 
 
The Key of David is added to the tree after the reading from the Book of 
Isaiah 9:6-7. The Key of David is a term found in Revelation and Isaiah. A 
key indicates control or authority; therefore, having the Key of David would 
give one control of David’s domain. We will sing the 5th verse of “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel,” following the reading. 

5th Chrismon – Rising Sun 
 
The Rising Sun Chrismon will now be added to the Jesse Tree. The rising sun 
symbolizes Christ’s victory over death. At the end of the reading of Psalm 
84:10-12, please join in on verse 6 of the hymn. 



The Sixth Reading                                      Isaiah 32:1-4 
      Chrismon - King of Kings  

 
Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in justice. Each 
will be like a hiding place from the wind, a shelter from the storm, like streams 
of water in a dry place, like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. Then the 
eyes of those who see will not be closed, and the ears of those who hear will 
give attention. The heart of the hasty will understand and know, and the 
tongue of the stammerers will hasten to speak distinctly.  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing seventh verse of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 

6th Chrismon – King of Kings 
 
The children will be hanging a crown, which depicts the King of Kings Chris-
mon while I read Isaiah 32:1-4. The crown is the symbol that Jesus is King. It 
shows that Christians believe Jesus is ruler over heaven and earth. It also de-
picts a Christian's reward in heaven for being a faithful servant while living on 
earth. We will all sing the 7th verse of, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” at the 
end of the reading. 

7th Chrismon – Emmanuel 
 
Following the reading from Isaiah 7:10-14, join in the singing of the 8th verse 
of our hymn. The Emmanuel Chrismon is a manger which reminds us to be 
humble, and represents the simplicity of the birth and life of Jesus. 

The Seventh Reading                         Isaiah 7:10-14 
     Chrismon - Emmanuel  

 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or as high as heaven." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will 
not put the LORD to the test." And he said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Emmanuel."  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing eighth verse of “O come, O come Emmanuel.” 



The Ninth Reading            Matthew 2:1-2 
Chrismon - Star 

 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him."  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing second and third verses of “What child is this?” 

8th Chrismon – Angel 
 
The Angel Chrismon is now added to the Jesse Tree while I read Luke 1:26-31. 
Angel symbols remind us that the Gospel is for us and for all. Following this 
reading we will sing the first verse of, “What Child is This?” (see next page) 

The Eighth Reading                 Luke 1:26-31 
     Chrismon - Angel  

 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
"Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly troubled 
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the 
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus." 
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sing first verse of “What child is this?” 

9th Chrismon – Star 
 
After I read Matthew 2:1-2, the final Chrismon will be added to the Jesse Tree. 
It is the Star. This star represents the star of Jacob and the star that led the wise 
men to Jerusalem. At the conclusion of the reading we will all sing verses 2 and 
3 of “What Child is This?” 



Hymn 115 What child is this                                                  GREENSLEEVES 



Homily                       Dean Mark Polley

The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon or appointed person says 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “Hear our prayer.” 

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people 
of God,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For Foley, our Archbishop, Ryan, our Bishop, Keith, our Assisting Bishop, and 
for all the clergy and people of our diocese and congregation,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; especially Anthony, 
our Centurion priest in Northern Malawi, and for all who teach and disciple oth-
ers, especially the staff of La Gran Familia Children’s Home in Mexico, our 
Children & Youth Ministries volunteers at St. Vincent’s, 

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For the healing of our nation, for those in authority and for all in public service 
especially, Joseph, our President, Gregory, our Governor, the Supreme Court, 
members of Congress, mayors of our cities, those serving in the armed forces of 
our country, and for racial reconciliation in our land, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

 For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity 
especially those struggling with unemployment, those suffering from physical 
and mental health issues, and those whose faith is known to you alone,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy.  
People   Hear our prayer. 
  

For all those affected by the Coronavirus and for a speedy end to this Pandemic, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

  



Confession of Sin 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following,  
 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 

Silence may be kept 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised for-
giveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 For all those who minister to the health and well-being of others, especially all 
persons in law enforcement, all fire fighters and first responders, all doctors, 
nurses, technicians, and all health care workers, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For members of our parish family especially those celebrating birthdays and 
anniversaries this week, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, espe-
cially Morgan, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer 

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand. 
 

Hymn 76                    On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry                WINCHESTER NEW 

Please sit. 

Anthem                      Christ hath a garden                                                      G. NEAR 
 

     Christ hath a garden walled around, a paradise of fruitful ground,  
     chosen by love and fenced by grace from out the world's wide wilderness.  
     Like trees of spice his servants stand, there planted by his mighty hand;  
     by Eden's gracious streams, that flow to feed their beauty where they grow. 
     Awake, O wind of heaven and bear their sweetest perfume through the air:  
     Stir up, O south, the boughs that bloom, till the beloved Master come.  
     That he may come, and linger yet among the trees that he hath set;  
     That he may evermore be seen to walk amid the springing green. 

Please stand. 
  

The Comfortable Words 
 

The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 
  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
  

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world.                                                                               1 John 2:1-2 

The Peace 
 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 

               The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And with your spirit. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

&RQWULEXWRUV��*HUDOG�1HDU���������%HOZLQ-0LOOV�3XEOLVKLQJ�&RUS�� 
3HUIRUPHG�DQG�VWUHDPHG�ZLWK�SHUPLVVLRQ�XQGHU�2QH/LFHQVH�0-��������$OO�5LJKWV�5HVHUYHG���� 



Sursum Corda 

        Lift       up    your   hearts.    We  lift      them up  to  the Lord. 

   Let us  give    thanks    to the  Lord  our   God. 

   It   is  right    to  give  him  thanks and  praise.  

   The  Lord  be    with  you.      And with  your spir- it. 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth because you sent your beloved 
Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great glory to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-
pany of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 



Sanctus                                                                                         MISSA MARIALIS 

The Prayer of Consecration 
 

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In 
obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the cross and offered 
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his 
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his 
feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; 
this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive 
this holy sacrament, and be made one body with him, so that he may dwell in us 
and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ and bring us with the ever blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Joseph, blessed 
Vincent and all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we 
shall see our Lord face to face. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and sings  

S152 Alleluia, Christ our Passover 

The People respond 



The Prayer of Humble Access 

Celebrant and People together may say 

We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you 
are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.   

Ablutions Hymn 444          Blessed be the God of Israel                         THORNBURY 

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 
  

    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
  

Baptized Christians, believing in the Presence of our Lord  
in this Sacrament, and who are in good standing in their church,  

may receive communion. 
  

&ommon chalice containing the blood of Christ is optional. 

&RQWULEXWRUV��0LFKDHO�3HUU\��7H[W����������7KH�-XELODWH�*URXS�� 
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Seasonal Blessing: 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 
before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal      
People      Thanks be to God. 

Post-Communion Prayer   
 

Heavenly Father,  
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ: and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and forever. Amen.  

Hymn 436                   Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates                         TRURO 



 Postlude              Fantasia on “Veni Emmanuel”                                   A. ROWLEY 

Christmas Service Schedule 
  

Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Children’s Eucharist 
10:30pm Prelude of Carols 

11:00pm Midnight Eucharist 
Bp. Reed to preside & preach 

  
Christmas Day 

Online Giving and Pledges 
Please remember, if you are registered for online giving and have made a 
change in your pledge, or wish to discontinue it for 2022, you must log in to 
your online giving account to do that.  
 

According to IRS regulations, all donations must be either received in the 
church office or postmarked by December 31st to be recorded on your 2021 
contribution statement.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Pinney at jpin-
ney@svacc.org. 

TODAY  
  

Sunday School for all ages begins at 9:30am. 
  

St. Nicholas Party at 11:30am in the H.Q. 
  

THIS WEEK 
  

Tuesday, December 7th at 6:00pm - Women’s Advent Gathering in the H.Q. 
 

Fr. Foster’s Class—The Faith of the Medieval Church meets Wednesdays at 
7:15pm in the Parish Hall. 
   

SAVE THE DATE 
  

Sunday, December 12th at 10:30am - Lessons and Carols 
 

Sunday, December 12th at 5:00pm - The Gathering (Contemporary Mass) in 
the Parish Hall. 
 

Sunday, December 19th - Bp. Iker will be preaching at both services. 


